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Volunteer packers pick from an array of handmade toys to put in their boxes. Over 1,000 boxes were packed this year.
B y T O R I N U N N E N K A M P
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
This November, George Fox Uni
versity packed 7,274 shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child, exceed
ing last year's count of 1,070.
Jessi Fink, a junior double ma
joring in business administration
and biblical studies, coordinated the
campus competition and packing
party for the second year.
" F o x h a s b e e n i n v o l v e d i n O C C
a long time, but last year was the
first year for our partnership with
Newberg Friends Church,"said Fink.
Newberg Friends packed 100
boxes this year, adding to George
Fox's total. The ASC Social Respon
sibility Fund paid for the shipping
expenses of the shoeboxes. Other
donations covered the supplies
needed to pack the boxes.
The packing party was held on
N o v. 2 0 i n t h e E H 5 a t r i u m a n d d r e w
70 volunteers, in preparation for the
event, 1,000 boxes were folded, and
s t u d e n t s c u t o u t h u n d r e d s o f l a b e l s
that designated whether the box
was for a girl or a boy. Volunteers
packed 900 boxes while being sus
t a i n e d w i t h C h r i s t m a s m u s i c a n d
desserts that were donated by Bon
Appetit.
As part of an independent drive,
students and faculty packed 200
s h o e b o x e s . T h e s e b o x e s w e r e c o l
lected by the campus-wide compe
tition, which ended on Nov. 18.
T h e w o m e n ' s d o r m fl o o r t h a t
packed the most boxes was Coffin
3 East, the winning men's dorm
floor was Coffin 1 West , and the
winning houses/apartments in
cluded Lewis and Le Shana. Prizes
for the competition were donated
by Newberg businesses, including
the Sweetest Thing Cupcakes and
Abby's Pizza.
Every year, millions of shoe-
boxes a re assembled a round the
wor ld , fi l led wi th s tuffed animals ,
hygiene items, and school supplies.
The contents of each box vary ac
cording to the person who packs It,
and its final destination. Those who
pack the boxes are also encouraged
to send a picture or write a letter
to the child who receives it half a
world away.
According to its website, when
t h e s h o e b o x e s a r e d i s t r i b u t e d ,
Samaritan's Purse always offers a
Christian picture book. "The Great
est Gift of All" explains the story of
Jesus in the language of the country
where It is delivered.
Photo by GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY
"God places that box in the
h a n d s o f t h e e x a c t c h i l d w h o n e e d s
the specific items inside," said Fink.
"He knows the name of that chi ld
before we even start shopping!"
Even after receiving shoeboxes,
the children in underdeveloped
countries still need prayer. After
reading the booklet, these chil
dren have the option of starting a
12-week Bible study designed to
lead them through the basics of
Christian principles.
OCC has been delivering boxes
to children in poverty across the
globe for 18 years. Since its incep
tion, OCC has given out more than
6 1 m i l l i o n b o x e s , w i t h 8 m i l l i o n
packed last year alone. Those boxes
have t r ave l l ed t o 135 coun t r i es ,
which include Papua New Guinea,
Liberia and Mongolia.
A swinging good time with the Spruce Goose
By SARAH BRASE
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
Finals are approaching, and
the semester is coming to a close.
As students prepare for a week of
exams, the Win ter Formal dance
"gives students a break from study
ing and an opportunity to come to
gether and dance
w h i l e e n j o y i n g
a great venue,"
s a i d A s s o c i a t e d
S t u d e n t C o m m u
nity Activities Di
rector Stephanie
Grosse .
O n S u n d a y
the annual Winter
F o r m a l w i l l b e
held at the Ever
green Aviation and Space Museum
in McMlnnvi l le from 8 to 10 p.m.
ASC Dances Coordinator Mar issa
Blankenship said the dance will
take place under the tail end of the
original Spruce Goose, the largest
airplane ever constructed.
According to the museum
website, the Spruce Goose was
constructed entirely out of wood.
It was flown only once In the 1940s,
[The Winter Formal]
gives students a break
from studying and an
opportunity to... dance
making it a "symbol of American in
dustry during World War 11."
Sticking with the time period
of the Spruce Goose, the theme of
the dance is 40's Swing. The David
Cooley Band will be playing live at
the dance. Blankenship said, "The
David Cooley Band is energetic
and stays true
to classic swing
m u s i c . "
T h e d a n c e
traditionally falls
on the Sunday
9 9 b e f o r e D e a d
Day so "students
h a v e a c h a n c e
to sleep in after
the dance," said
G r o s s e . F o r s t u
d e n t s w h o d o n ' t w a n t t o d a n c e t h e
whole time, they can walk around
and tour the museum. There wi l l
also be a photo booth at the dance
t o r e m e m b e r t h i s e v e n t .
Tickets cost $10 and can be pur
c h a s e d i n t h e B r u i n D e n . A d m i s s i o n
price Includes the dance as well as
access to tour the museum. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m., and semi-formal
attire is required.
The Spruce Goose on the day of Its first flight id 1947. Students will be dancing under its tail.
Photo courtesy of GOOGLE IMAGES
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ASC continues to work with student fund proposals
B y K A S E Y C A RT E R
Crescent Staff
Last week, six of 10 Student Project
Fund proposals made it to the second
r o u n d .
Some of the continuing proposals
"include a rope swing for the canyon, a
new ping-pong table for the Foxhole, Walk-
stations for the library and a new Bruin
Mascot Costume," said Associated Student
Community Vice President Emily Jordan.
In charge of picking a project is the
Student Project Fund Committee, which
is made up of the ASC President, Vice
President, four representatives from the
Supreme Court, Vice President for Student
Life, Assistant Vice President for Finance,
Associate Dean of Student Leadership, and
the Director of Plant Services,
According to Jordan, This committeeis "responsible for the final approval of all
projects and transactions, as well as being
responsible for all details concerning ap
proved project implementation (bids, con
tracts, money transfers, etc.)."
As the main contact in charge of the
Student Project Fund, Jordan is respon
sible for advertising for proposal submis
sions, presenting the proposals to the
ASC Central Committee, making sure the
proposals meet Student Project Fund
'*The purpose... is
to give students
the opportunity to
propose...projects
that will serve as
permanent additions to
c a m p u s .
nuldeltnes, and facil^ tatmg the Student
Project Fund Comrruttee meeting.
According to ASC resources, proposals
are submitted with a detailed description
and rationale for the project, as well as a
detailed breakdown of the cost and where
the cost estimate was found.
Created in the spring of 1999, the
Student Project Fund Is made up of seven
percent of each student's student body
fee According to Jordan, "The purpose
of the Student Project Fund is to give stu
dents the opportunity to propose substan
tial, on-campus projects which wjl serve as
permanent additions to campus.
Bright future for nurses
B y E R I C A T I F FA N Y- B R O W N
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
All 31 graduates of George
Fox University's 2010-11 nursing
program passed their national li
censing exam this year, helping
Oregon receive the fifth-highest
pass rate in the nation.
This score is a significant im
provement from the 93.94 percent
pass rate of last
y e a r ' s g r a d u
ates, and is also
m u c h h i g h e r
t h a n t h e 8 9 . 5 4
pe rcen t na t i ona l
average of those
with a bachelor's
degree.
Upon gradu
ation from George Fox, passing
the National Council Licensure Ex
amination for Registered Nurses
(NCLEX-RN) translates to receiving
licensure and the ability to practice
as a Registered Nurse in the state of
Oregon.This exam, required for all reg
is te red nu rses , w i l l a l l ow sen io r
Crystal Enos to practice as a gen-
erallst nurse, although she will be
able to pursue many options, such
as medical-surgical, maternal-child,
or cardiovascular nursing.
Despite the perfect score of
her predecessors, Enos's own goals
and plans for the future are what
motivate her to ace the exam next
year. "Last year's exam pass rate is
not the main source of pressure,"
Enos said. "We all want to pass the
first time and be able to work as li
censed nu rses . "
The high scores that nursing
We all want to pass the
fi r s t t i m e a n d b e a b l e t o
work as licensed nurses.*'
graduates continue to receive could
b e a t t r i b u t e d t o b o t h t h e S e n i o r
Synthesis course they take during
their last semester, as well as the
various ATI Content Mastery Exams
students complete for each major
course in the program.
Courses In which students are
administered the ATI include Medi
cal-Surgical Nursing, Pharmacology,
and Nurs ing
F u n d a m e n t a l s .
T h e s e s m a l l e r
exams, cons is t
ing of around
60 ques t ions ,
a r e d e s i g n e d
to help prepare
s t u d e n t s f o r t h e
m o r e c o m p r e
hensive NCLEX-RN, which allows for
test takers to answer however many
questions it takes them to pass, Up
to 265 .
Over the next two years in
Oregon, nurses who have recently
earned their bachelor's degree will
be met with a 71 percent increase
in demand according to the 2011
Oregon Center for Nursing Report.
Al though baccalaureate-trained
nurses have a very high chance of
getting a job, all graduates, even
those in the medical field, still need
to prepare for the unknown when
dealing with America's currently un
stable economy.
"Right now, I am just excitedfor any job that I might have," Enos
said. "Until I get more experience as
a nurse, I will be grateful for any job
that I can get."
Toys were not the only objects that were put in the boxes. Each volunteer
made sure that every box had a notebook, crayons, a pencil, sharpener, soap,
and several other objects.
Photos by GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY
Students learn discipleship over break
By SARAH BRASE
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
This winter break, 20 students
will dedicate part of their holiday
v a c a t i o n t o s e r v i c e . T h e 2 1 s t a n n u a l
Winter Serve Trips are scheduled for
Jan. 2-7. Faculty and students will
lead two teams, one to Twin Rocks,
Ore . and one to downtown Por t
l a n d .
Serve Trips Coordinator Christa
Branham organizes the serve trips,
with the help of a student commit
tee. Those participating in the trips
pay $20-540, and the rest of the
cost is subsidized by the Associated
Student Community. Branham said
the low cost allows for an "opportu
nity you can't get anywhere else."
The trip to Twin Rocks Camp
will be led by Rusty St. Cyr, direc
tor of Spiritual Formation, along
with students BenTissell and Susan
Van Noord. Students will help with
various projects around the camp
including grounds work and deep
cleaning. In addition to the service,
this trip will also include a disciple-
shlp program designed to equip
small group leaders.
"We not only get to explore
what It means to be a disciple of
Christ through devotions and dis
cussions, but we actually get to put
into practice what this means, and
bless the camp at the same time,
which is pretty fantastic," said Van
N o o r d .
S t u d e n t s w i l l w o r k a r o u n d t h e
camp during the day and then join
together for devotional times in the
evenings. "I am really excited for the
group to get to know each other on
deeper levels: work together, play
together, and live and learn togeth
er," stated Van Noord.
Faculty member Bruce Arnold
a n d U r b a n S e r v i c e s C o o r d i n a t o r
Mary Owen will lead the serve trip
to downtown Por t land. Arno ld sa id
the team will partner with down
t o w n m i n i s t r i e s t o " w o r k t o w a r d s
meeting the needs of our brothers
and sisters on the streets."
They will work alongside several
ministries, including HOMEpdx,
Portland Rescue Mission, and Sisters
of the Road. In the mornings, the
team will distribute coffee and hot
chocolate to those on the streets
and provide food for two evening
e v e n t s .
"We will be holding devotions
in the morning as well, and each
night we will close with an in-depth
discussion, or debriefing, about the
things we saw and experienced
throughout the day," said Owen.
"The point of the serve trip Is mostly
to build relationships and give stu
dents the opportunity to gain per
spective on the 'homeless problem'
in many of our US cities."
A r n o l d s a i d , " W h e t h e r [ I t ' s ] a
season of service or the doorway
to a career calling, there is great po
tential for the trip to be more than a
o n e - t i m e e v e n t . "
Poetry slam packs Foxhole
B y B A R B A R A R O B E R T S O N
Crescent Sta f f
The Foxhole is dark, but packed
with people. Coffee machines are
busily running over at the bar and
every seat is taken by the crowd.
There is a distinct air of excited
expectation as the mic is opened
and the first person steps up with a
guitar and a song they've written.
This is the very first Open Mic
Night of the fall—an event run
by the Spiritual Life team (SpiL).
Open Mic Night features the brave
students who volunteer to go up
on stage and perform. On this
particular evening, over 20 stu
dents perform, followed by Micah
Bournes, the special guest and
slam poet.
The majority of the students are
also slam poets, leaving only a few
people with songs, monologues,
and other types of poetry. All of
these students, including some
who are not really expecting to get
up onstage, give performances in
front of their peers.
Finally, Bournes joins the stage.
reciting a set of excellent slam
poems before the night ends. Open
Mic Night seems to be a success,
with the added bonus of chapel
credit going to all who attended.
As for slam poetry, which took
up the majority of the evening, "A
lot of people say it's just about one
culture, but it's not, it's intercultur-
al," says Kaamona Roland-Browne,
one of the volunteer poets of the
evening. Slam poetry seems to be
an exciting style that has many new
artists coming into their own.
Nathan Connit7 performs a piece In front of a crowded Foxhole audience.
Photo by TYLER ZIMMERMAN
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Warner Pacific Men^s basketball preview: short but strong
wins annual flag
f o o t b a l l g a m e /
By CHRIS REIMER
Crescent Staff
With SO much focus on the new
additions to George Fox athlet
ics, it Is understandable that some
of the old gets lost in the shuffle.
The annual flag football game took
place as preparations were being
made for Thanksgiving. Those
who b raved the co ld wea ther a t
the Austin Sports Complex got a
glimpse of what is to come in the
fall of 2013.
In a rematch from last year's
matchup against Warner Pacific,
both sides drew multiple penal
ties for tackling the ball carrier, the
game was a physical one, and one
that saw the home team fall, 28-6.
The first half resembled a classic
battle between the Ravens and the
Steelers, a tightly contested, physi
cal defensive battle. The only score
c a m e o n Wa r n e r P a c i fi c ' s fi r s t d r i v e -
on a short pass into the back left
co rner o f the end zone .
"They did a really good job con
taining the outside and not letting
them get our triple option going,"
noted senior captain Jacob Winslow.
"They just did a really good job of
swarming to the ball and not letting
us get anything big outside."
In the second half, things
started to open up for both sides.
Wa r n e r P a c i fi c w a s a b l e t o c o n n e c t
on its only deep pass of the night,
placing themselves at the Bruin
goal line, and punched it in two
plays later.
George Fox responded however
with their first possession of the half
connecting on a deep ball of their
own for their first and only score of
the night.
"We scored on that deep ball
and I thought we really had a good
chance winning it. We had the
m o m e n t u m a n d o u r d e f e n s e w a s
playing good for the most part,"
s a i d W i n s l o w.
W h i l e t h e B r u i n d e f e n s e d i d a n
admirable job the rest of the second
half, forcing two turnovers and two
more three and outs, the offense
struggled just as much. Warner
Pacific was able to force three turn
o v e r s t h e m s e l v e s a n d r e t u r n e d o n e
late interception for a touchdown.
Winslow praised his team's per
formance. "I'm really proud of the
way our guys played and how they
didn't react to anything they were
doing when they could have. These
guys come out and practice and so
See FLAG | page 8
A.J. Granc dribbling past the Northwest Christian defense
By JESSICA STANTON
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
The 2011-12 George
Fox University men's bas
ketba l l season s ta r ted .
N o v . 1 5 a n d a r e 2 - 4
overa l l and 1 -1 in con fe r
e n c e g a m e s .
Th is year 's team
will rely heavily on their
speed to keep the ball in
their hands. Mike Taylor
is the only returning
senior from last season,
w h e r e t h e B r u i n s fi n
i s h e d s i x t h i n t h e N o r t h
w e s t C o n f e r e n c e .
Offensively, the men
are extremely athletic.
T h e i r m a i n c o n c e r n w i l l
b e t h e i r d e f e n s e a n d r e
b o u n d s .
T h e t e a m i s s t i l l
working out their new
ro les on t he cou r t . The re
a r e s i x n e w r e c r u i t s
playing this season.
• N e w m e m b e r s t o t h e
team are A.J. Grant, point
guard from Newberg;
A n t h o n y S a n c h e z ,
wing and point guard
from Los Angeles; Asiei
Thompson, wing from
Miss.; Cole Ramey, wing
from Spokane, 'Wash.;
and Jeff Whicker, point
guard and wing from
Ketchikan, Ala. Each new
player adds a special
dynamic to the team's
scoring power.
Grant's leadership
a n d d r i v e b o t h o n a n d
o f f t h e c o u r t w i l l b e a n
a s s e t t o t h e t e a m . G r a n t
says he will do whatever
it takes to help the team,
whether that be scoring
or passing.
Corey Clark, a senior
point guard and wing,
says, "The team has
come toge the r more
this year. We understand
that is important to the
t e a m ' s s u c c e s s . "
T h e m e n ' s t e a m t o o k
a retreat this year to help
them come together as
a w h o l e .
Height is an issue
with this year's team.
Mark Sundquis t , the
m e n ' s h e a d b a s k e tb a l l
coach, aims for a playoff
spot this season. The
team would like to keep
their opponents under
7 0 p o i n t s p e r g a m e .
Sundquist says,"It will be
d i fficu l t because o f the
tempo we want to play."
Last year's team lost
by an average of seven
points per game, some
thing the men's team is
looking to change.
They have a back-
Courtesy of George Fox University
t o - b a c k d o u b l e - h e a d e r
w e e k e n d c o m i n g u p
b e f o r e t h e b r e a k .
Mike Taylor looking for the shot against North
w e s t C h r i s t i a n
Courtesy of George Fox University
Gordon and Munger on teamwork
B y A L E X I S C H R I S TO P H E R S O N
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
They say that teamwork always
pays off in the end. This is certainly
the case with the George Fox Uni
versity women's basketball team.
T h e w o m e n ' s t e a m i s s t a r t
ing strong this year with a roster
K e i s h a G o r d o n
of first-rate players, including two
pre-season Ail-Americans, Hannah
Munger and Keisha Gordon.
Munger, a junior center, and
Gordon, a senior guard, both
helped George Fox steam ahead
with two wins in the first games of
the 2011-2012 season.
"Investing the t ime in the
players and teammates and In
the program" is the most essential
thing to a good team, Gordon said.
With seventeen years of basketball
involvement, Gordon has plenty of
experience being part of a team.
Gordon picked George Fox
because of the team and its close
proximity to her home. Coming
from Vancouver, WA, George Fox
was close enough so her parents
could make it to many of her
games. "They came to see us win
nationals too," she said.
Michael Meek, the head coach,
said the team "can be competitive
again on a national level."With their
team prepared and hoping once
again to make i t to the nat iona l
playoffs, these girls are backing up
Hannah Munger
their team with all they've got. It's
no surprise either. For both Munger
and Gordon, teamwork is the most
important part of a successful
t e a m .
"We are here to be a family, to
love and support each other no
matter what happens. Each and
every one of us has our first prior
ity to glorify God and let Him guide
us in all things," Munger said. Being
part of the team and investing in
her teammates has always been
what she l oves .
Having spent much of her
childhood in Newberg, Munger is
completely aware of how impor
tant basketball is to the George
Fox and Newberg community. The
community is what she believes
sets George Fox's team apart from
the rest of the competition.
It's community that drew her to
George Fox and to the basketball
t e a m .
"Being on a team teaches
you so much about working with
others, about selflessness, about
patience and kindness and under
standing," Munger said. Gordon
added, "There isn't a program out
there like Fox. It's more than just
about basketball. It 's about devel
oping you as a person and playing
for God."
Upcoming Home
Events :
W o m e n ' s
B a s k e t b a l l
Dec. 9, vs. Colorado College
6:00 p.m.
Dec. 10, vs. Chapman
6:00 p.m.
M e n ' s B a s k e t b a l l
Dec. 9, vs. Corban
8:00 p.m.
Dec. lO.vs. Concordia-Portland
8:00 p.m.
No b reak fo r
b a s k e t b a l l
1 '
By CHRIS REIMER
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
With Thanksgiving in the rear-
view mirror, we have now reached
the time of the year that every
o n e i o v e s a n d h a t e s . T h e c a l e n d a r
has flipped to December and that
means two things. First, there is the
e n d o f t h e s e m e s t e r a n d fi n a l s . T h i s
is followed by the joy of a three-
week stress-free vacation, high
lighted by time back home with
family and friends.
For basketball players however,
only half of this script is accurate.
Along with the perks that come
from playing at the collegiate level,
c o m e s t h e n e e d t o m a k e s a c r i fi c e s .
T h e t e a m s w i l l s t a r t t h e i r
break by traveling to San Antonio
and Hawaii for games. Upon their
return, they will get about four or
five days off at home before return
ing to spend the final two weeks of
their vacation in Newberg, finishing
o u t t h e i r n o n c o n f e r e n c e s c h e d u l e s .
"We fly out the Saturday after
finals (for San Antonio), get back
the 22, then we get to go home,
and then we got to be back for
practice again on the 27," says
Junior Matt Zandbergen. "We've
had practice on Christmas night
the last couple of years so I don't
m i n d t h i s s c h e d u l e o n e b i t . "
With games happening all
throughout break, many of them
surrounding the holidays, there is
no real way around having such a
small break.
"I honestly forget that all the
other s tudents have three weeks
off," said Keisha Gordon.
Admittedly not having to worry
about schoolwork is a nice change,
yet players are far from inactive
during the two weeks in Newberg.
"We will practice probably five
times a week for about two and a
half hours, and then you got your
weight lifting and people like to
come early or stay late and get
extra shots up...'Zandbergen said,
" . . .and then we a lso have some
games mixed in there."
One major benefit to being at
school while everyone is gone on
break is the opportunity for the
groups to really bond as teams.
Zandbergen said: "It's a good
experience. I think everyone
wishes for more time to be able to
go home and relax and see people
f r o m h o m e b u t i t s n o t b a d . . . I ' l l
See Basketball | page 8
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LACI to be continued for seniors. . . . . ^ 1 r - . r / l f p S S O r
By ALEX GAMEZ
Crescent Staff
As a Chr ist ian and l iberal ar ts univer
sity, George Fox has attempted to integrate
courses of faith with courses of the tradition
al trades; the arts, sciences and humanities.
One may look to the Liberal Arts and Critical
Issues (LACI) program to see this effort; LACI
is the senior capstone course for general
education, taken by virtually every senior at
George Fox.
According to the program's mission
statement on the George Fox Web site, the
mandated course "is designed to encourage
students to integrate their specialized knowl
edge and general education with Christian
faith, in the context of addressing a public
issue of current significance."
Furthermore, as an interdisciplinary
course, LACI integrates multiple areas of
study to lend students a 'bigger picture' of
the topic at hand. While political science
and sociology are perhaps the predomi
nant disciplines students attribute to the
nature of class topics, the facilitators of the
course—including several guest lecturers
each semester— provide perspectives from
psychology, biology, economics, religion and
history, among others.
As a requirement for all matriculating
undergraduate seniors, the LACI program
and subsequently, the courses themselves,
have become a controversial subject among
faculty and students. For example, some
students demand to know the reasoning
behind implementing LACI into the general
education requirements.
A popular argument expresses students'
dissatisfaction with LACI when no clear goals
or strategies are offered to combat the issues
at hand. Other arguments tend to indicate a
lack of interest in the rotating topics and the
abnormally large class sizes.
Former senior Kelly Kieswetter expressed
her dissatisfaction with the relevance of
the course topic to the university's mission,
among other aspects.
"I didn't think it was valuable at all.
(LACI] was a waste of time," said Kieswetter.
"Maybe it was just the topic I did, but I didn't
think a whole class on the American Dream
was worth it or interesting. [LACI] was long,
tedious, [and] offered no solutions. It was so
fluid there was nothing concrete. I don't feel
like I learned anything. I could have spent
that time much more productively."
On the contrary, there are some stu
dents who advocate for the program, such
as senior Nick Ogle. Ogle commented on the
importance of a university curriculum whose
focus remains on the integration of faith with
culture and the ideas the combination brings
t o t h e t a b l e .
"There are very few goals of the universi
ty that are more important than for the Chris
tian faith of GFU students to become relevant
to today's sociopolitical context in order to
aid their search to understand themselves
f^o«or of communication arts and Chair-Dale said. "LAG , ,hp General Education board, lastand the world around ' with rnan of . ^'5 provost Patrick Allen
-'^global^rues^  ^rcomme^ded that^ L^ACI ^be jJis»n.,nued.
:^ i^:°htSes,Go"dandthewoddaround
t h e m . " a w a v a n d p l a y t n e m s c
W h i l e s o m e s t u d e n t s m a y w a b o u t s e v e n y e a r s . e ufrom the LACI course unsatisfied and without ^bou ^  university s faculyany 'solutions' to global or domestic issues, the program's merits and disad-Caitlin Corning, professor of history and co- j^ e of Allen's research and rec-director of the LACI program, ^  ommlndation, the GE board did not cornethe course is not intended to supply students orn to discontinue LACI.
with solutions to these issues, but ways
f o r w a r d . "
Corning hopes the class will inspire
students to become proactive in combat
ing topical issues such as starting a forum,
changing voting behavior (or simply startingto vote), and improving civility between one
a n o t h e r .
Despite reports of dissatisfaction from
some students and respective professors.
Corning asserts that student evaluations
for the course are comparable to other GE
courses and consequently, meet its function
ary goals.
"LACI [classes] are on par with multi-sec
tion courses,"said Corning.
Although LACI enjoys continued support
from faculty like Corning and co-director
Elizabeth Todd, there are other members of
the George Fox faculty who do not support
i t s c o n t i n u a t i o n .
According to Kevin Jones, associate
As a consequence, the program maintainsto place in the GE curriculum through the2012-13 academic year. By then, Jones said,
lag will be back up for review.
However, due to the nature of the university's Quaker Consensus Model, which essentialy requires an agreement from facultymembers to pass a measure, Jones does not
foresee LAG going anywhere anytime soon.
"The faculty is very divided on the topic
so coming to some sort of consensus on the
topic does not seem possible in the near
future," said Jones.
Subsequently, LAG remains a controver
sial GE requirement.
"We're not going to have a consensus,
said Jones. However, as of now, the program
is "[In] no way a done deal that it's gone and
no way a done deal that it stays its still to
be determined."
P interest the new Facebook?
B y H E AT H E R D e R O S A
Crescent Staff
Pinterest.com: everyone Is talking
about it, posting about it on Facebook
and wasting time on it in class. Is Pinter
est the new Facebook? is it worth my
t i m e ?
Sophomore Becca Ralphs comment
ed,"! feel like it's kinda hard to describe,
especially to someone who has never
been on the site. It's like a hybrid of Fa
cebook and Tumblr, to an extent."
That is exactly it. Pinterest shows
your "followers," often Facebook friends
who have decided to follow you on Pin
terest, and "pins" what they are pinning.
Pins can be anything from wedding
ideas, to crafts, to recipes, to fashion, to
exotic places.
Junior Bailey Dekker said, "I save
ideas for events, crafts, etc. Some of the
pins are really funny, so I save them for
when I need a good laugh. Some of the
pins are pictures of places that I want to
go and see. There are some pins that
are pictures that remind me of home.
I even have a board of pins that are all
family secrets, like that dryer sheets get
rid of soap scum. Who knew?"
Pinterest has been the craze for the
last couple of months and is proving to
outshine last year's favorite—likealittle.
com. Unlike Facebook where you actu
ally have to read to find something in
teresting, when you log in to Pinterest,
it's like a collage of awesome images. If
you find one you really like, it'll take you
to the outside site that it is posted on
(blogs, legitimate websites, etc).
Dekke r a l so sa id , "Facebook and
Twitter are all about social networking;
who is doing what and why. Pinterest,
however, isn't very social. Usually, 1 don't
even pay attention to who Is posting
before me or who is re-pinning my pins.
It is more about your own interests.
While there is an option to comment on
pins, I have never done it and not many
of my friends ever comment, either. All
in all, I would say that Pinterest is less
social and more independent."
While Pinterest may just be one
more thing to distract us in class, it actu
ally has things you can use on it. Need
a recipe with which to wow your room
mates? Pinterest has it. Need cute table
decorations for an upcoming Christmas
party? Pinterest has it. Pinterest com
bines the coolest things on the Internet
in one location, making it an efficient
way to waste time, if such there be.
Speed your way to a friendship
B y J E S S I C A S TA N TO N
Crescent Staff
I am late.
I missed the casual social time with board
games, mingling, and fun international finger
f o o d s .
Carissa Burch stands on a chair to get our at
t e n t i o n .
"Welcome to Speed-Friending. Take a seat in
one of the wooden chaitsl' says Butch.
Three rows of paired chairs are set facing
each other for the game. The rules of the game
are then stated.
A bowl is passed around with questions
printed on them. On the paper are potential
questions students can ask the person In front
of them. At the ring of the bell, each pair has
three minutes to ask questions. Once the three
minutes are up, the bell rings again and each
person moves to the chair to their left.
The game continues for thirty minutes, al
lowing each person to talk to ten others for
t h r e e - m i n u t e i n t e r v a l s .
T h r e e m i n u t e s .
Ready.
Cowbell rings.
"Hello, what is your name?" i say a&l stick
out my hand for a shake and a smile at the guy
sitting In front of me; we are strangers.
"Nice to meet you. Okay," I inhale, shoulders
move up, exhale, shoulders down, "Are you
ready?"! ask.
I look down at my strips of paper, prompting
me to ask my new speed-friending partner hypo
thetical questions—questions such as;
"If you could be president for 24 hours, what
would you do?"
"Where do you see your self in 10 years?"
"Where would you travel to if all expenses
were paid and why?"
I lean in closer. "I am sorry, can you talk
louder?" I am stopped mid-sentence by the cow
bell's ring that halts further conversation.
"Well," I say smiling, "Nice to meet youl"! stick
out my hand again.
"Move to the seat to your left," we are told.
I greet my new speed-friending partner.
"I know you," I said to Liliya Bachinskaya. The
hypothetical questions come in handy as Bachin-
skaya and \ try to carry on our three-minute con
versation, as if we had never met before.
This pattern continues for half an hour.
Among the conversation starters and light
hearted introductions, a different version of
musical chairs is being played; faithful Friday
night customers wonder why they were not able
to stop into Chapters and order a chai tea.
Becky Weber, area coordinator for Houses
and Apartments East, the International Student
S e r v i c e s s t a f f , a n d r e s i d e n t a s s i s t a n t s r e n t e d
Chapters out for Friday, Nov. 18. Senior Jenn
Land and sophomore Liz Ha coordinated the
whole event that evening. Land and Ha made
sure there was plenty of food, good music, baris-
tas to make drinks and plenty of conversation
p r o m p t e r s .
Weber compares speed-friending to speed
dating; however, here there is no pressure towalk away with a date for the next evening, just
a friend or more.
The team has coordinated to help form a
social event that has an atmosphere that is warm
and invites interactions, especially for those who
are uneasy about meeting new people.
The goal is to foster relationships with the
international community and to provide a Friday
night hang out for students to enjoy Chapterswith their friends and make new friends," says
W e b e r .
Students on campus encouraged to recycle
B y A L E X I S C H R I S TO P H E R S O N
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
Going to a Christian university
on the west coast makes taking care
of God's creation a very high prior
ity. Students at George Fox have a
huge waste management program
to keep their campus clean.
T h e i n s t i t u t i o n h a s h a d s o m e
kind of recycling on campus since
1990, but it wasn't comprehensive
until 2008, when student Madeline
Baker petitioned the Associated
Student Community for funds to
support a new recycling project.
ASC provided the recycling con
t a i n e r s i n d o r m r o o m s a n d s u i t e s
while Plant Services provided funds
for the big blue Glutton Stations
all over campus, in the dorms and
suites, and in the Student Union
Building.
In addition to recycling paper,
glass and cardboard, Plant Ser
vices composts leaves and grass
clippings, which provides mulch, a
moisture protective for landscap
ing. Scrap metal is collected and
sold whi le concrete is reused on
campus for walkways and retaining
walls. In addition, trees grown on
campus have been used to build
the new bridge railings and the
s t a i r s i n H o o v e r.
A bonus about recycling is that
it is free! All the garbage the univer
sity produces costs $30 a ton for dis
posal ... and GFU produces a LOT of
garbage. If there Is a garbage item
in the recycling, the whole lot has
to be thrown out. So: if there are
big black garbage bags in the red
recycling containers, even if they
are full of recyclables, they need to
b e t h r o w n o u t .
The Glutton Stations are labeled
with what can be divided into the
containers. Every dorm, suite, apart
ment, and house has a blue recy
cling bin and all recycling can go
into the blue Glutton Stations of the
bright red comingle bins located
throughout campus. For more in
formation on what can go into each
bin, where to throw trash and what
else can be recycled, go to recycle.
9e0rgef0x.edu.The recycling program is a big
part of keeping the campus green,clean and environmentaly friendly'.
Students are encouraged to prac
tice becoming good stewards of our
environment by using our resources
appropriately.
recycle
Photo courtesy of GOOGLE IMAGES
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Z~~r-p, —arts & CUT.TTTRF.7^ Copeland: new facefor Leatherman Tools
Andy Copeland asThe Wingman
B y M A K E N Z I E D AV I S
Crescent Staff
"Being the wingman, I always
have to be prepared 'cause I never
know the trouble a bro's going to
get himself into," stated George
Fox University theater adjunct
professor Andy Copeland, the
new face for the LeathermanTool
Group's advertising campaign.
Copeland acquired this new
role through Option Model and
Media, a Portland based model
ing agency. He went through
two stages of auditions, doubt
ing his success for the role of the
wingman.
The new face for Leatherman
is not a likely one. Where one
Photo cour tesy o f LEATHERMAN TOOLS
might expect a gruff and tough
man wielding a hammer, there
is a funny and odd '80s Inspired
hero donning a rather large and
neatly trimmed mustache.
"[Leatherman is] trying to
create an iconic persona that gets
to be outlandish," said Copeland.
"I liked being the character. 1 just
got to play."
Shooting for the campaign,
Copeland often read off of cue
c a r d s h e l d o n s e t w i t h a b o u t
twenty five percent of the shots
being improvisation.
" I g o t t o c h o o s e w h a t
Wingman sounded like, posture
. . . his outlook on life," added
Copeland.
Leatherman is trying to ad
vertise mostly using social media
s i t e s a n d t h e I n t e r n e t . W h i l e
Copeland will not be aired as The
Wingman on television, his comic
v i d e o s c a n b e f o u n d o n Yo u T u b e
u n d e r t h e n a m e " L e a t h e r m a n M e -
d ia . "
"It's weird seeing it out there.
To see your face on a marketing
thing," stated Copeland.
In addition to starring in The
Wingman, Copeland can also be
seen in The Wingman Mustache
Challenge.
" I t ' s f un—but a s t range
thing—but fun!" he said.
Ideas for creative giving
By JENNIFER DALZ IEL
G u e s t C o n t r i b u t o r
It's Christmas again: the time
of giving. Walking around the local
mall, images of Christmas bombard
my senses. Stores are decked out in
red and green. Decorations, music,
displays, all yelling: BUY! SPEND!
C O N S U M E !
Overwhelmed, I come home and
turn on the local news. I hear stories
of Black Friday, saving tips, and the
"hot gifts of the season." Once again,
Christmas is met with the stress of
wanting more and spending more.
Over the past few years, money
has become tight and I've felt smoth
ered by this trend. I find myself
asking: how can I celebrate the
season without submitting to the
consumer is t cu l tu re a round me? I
h a v e m a d e a n e f f o r t t o b e c r e a t i v e
in giving, staying conscious of where
my money is going and the meaning
behind a gift.
Here are a few ideas I've come up
with, although they only scratch the
surface of ideas for creative giving.
T h e H a n d m a d e T o u c h
Al though ideas of macaroni
paper plates and oversized knitting
projects have given handmade gifts
a bad name, this Image is inaccurate.
Handmade gifts can be meaningful
and fairly inexpensive, a welcomed
plus as financial insecurity rises.
Handmade gifts can be created
by young and old. From beading to
baking, sewing to knitting, they can
be uniquely designed for any recipi
e n t .
P e r s o n a l i z e d w i t h C a r e
Last year, I wanted to do some
thing special for my parents, who
seem harder and harder to buy for as
the years goon.
A friend of mine works as an in
dependent, part-time photographer. I
got my sisters together on a weekend
for a photo shoot— something we
h a d n ' t d o n e s i n c e c h i l d h o o d .
My friend gave us a CD with the
edited photos from which we could
print our selection and frame for my
parents'home and office.
Consc ient ious Purchas ing
Living in a small town, I am able
to shop at a variety of small stores,
thus supporting local business.
Through fair trade, one can buy
imported goods, while assuring the
maker has received fair payment. Ten
Thousand Villages (http://www.tent-
housandvillages.com/) works with
entrepreneurs in developing coun
tries, buying their crafts at fair prices
See GIFTS j page 8
Movie Review: The Muppets
B Y C R A I G G A R C I A
G u e s t C o n t r i b u t o r
"It's time to play the music, it's
time to dim the lights. It's time to
meet the Muppets on the Muppet
show tonight." So were the begin
ning words to every episode of "The
Muppet Show" back In the late 70'5.
Jason Segel, alongside co-
writer Nicholas Stoller, and direc
tor James Bobin were able to make
a film for a whole new generation
of young ones to appreciate, while
making the older generation fall in
love with Miss Piggy all over again.
Segel, known for his more adult
comedies such as "Forgetting Sarah
Marshall') and for starring in the hit
s i t c o m " H o w I M e t Y o u r M o t h e r "
made a fi lm that was a love let ter to
everything Muppets, but was still
new and fresh enough to integrate
newcomers to The Muppets of all
ages feel welcomed.
As far as story goes, it's formula
ic in the sense that it's just another
movie where the band gets back
together to save the theater before
the big greedy rich man tears it
down. But The Muppets are able to
pull it off by breaking the 3rd wall
and subtly telling the audience
the absurdity of this well recycled
formula. The Muppets are also
able to pull this off because unlike
every other movie that follows that
formula, we're already rooting for
this group to get together again,
because all of us already have a
history with these one-of-a-kind
puppets.
Jason Segel was able to bring
his sitcom charm onto the big
screen in a big way. Segel plays
Gary, the innocent and clueless
brother of Walter, voiced by Peter
Linz. Walter Is a puppet, and a
long time lover of The Muppets.
Gary's girlfriend, Mary, played by
Amy Adams does a great job being
the hopeless romantic for Segel's
character. Chris Cooper plays Tex
Richman, the evil CEO who wants
to tear down The Muppet studio to
find the oil that's under it. Cooper
was born to play the bad guy in
every movie, but in The Muppets
he plays Richman as the sort of
cliche villain that you would see in
any other kid movie. But it's done
Chris Cooper style, which makes all
t h e d i f f e r e n c e .
All of the performances were
enjoyable, but none were standout.
The greatest surprise you'll get In
terms of cast, comes from all of the
cameo appearances you'll see in
the film. I won't spoil who pops up,
but just know that there's some
thing there for everyone.
What should also be noted is
the musical numbers. Now if you're
a show tunes hater, don't let this
veer you away from watching the
film. They're catchy, well written,
and funny. Everyone that does a
m u s i c a l n u m b e r i n t h e fi l m k n o w s
that they're no Sinatra or Monroe;
so they have fun with the singing.
T H E Y ' R E C L O S E R
T H A N Y O U T H I N K .
The Muppets opened Thanksgiving Weekend
and their over the top theatrics
make it all the more enjoyable to
w a t c h .
In summary, this is perhaps the
best Muppets film that we've seen
yet. At some points, you might feel
exhausted with al l of the cheese
and tongue-and-cheek nature that
this movie offers. But the movie has
such great heart and emotion, that
Photo courtesy of DISNEY
you can't help but fall in love. It's
the happiest, and one of the most
rewarding films of the year, and a
d e fi n i t e m u s t s e e i n t h e a t e r s . I t ' s a
treat just to be in the theater and
enjoy the movie just as much as the
children. Even if you're not famil
iar with The Muppets at all, you'll
still feel a strong nostalgia for your
childhood days.
Christmas snacks
By MAKENZIE DAVIS
Crescent Staff
At George Fox University,
Christmas incorporates the
holiday spirit through festive
parties, candle-lit singing and,
well, food. True, food encour
ages spirit nearly everywhere -
but, for the sake of this article, 1
will stick with inviting Christmas
cheer on our lovely, wet campus.
After multiple semesters
of living In university apart
ments, my roommates and 1
have formed a couple end-of-
the-fall-semester holiday baking
traditions. These include various
cookies, cakes, pies and deca
dent brownies. Two recipes in
particular stand as my favorites.I grew up on No-Bake Choc
olate Cookies. My mom loved to
cook and 1 always loved eating- what she cooked for me. This
was one of the very first recipes
she gave to me and how glad
I am that she did! Not only are
they easy to prepare, but they
are also delicious despite the
fact they are not baked using the
o v e n .
Next, who does not like a
warm, spiced apple cider? This
is a great recipe for those who
wish to warm up on cold winter
evenings.
Both of these treats make a
great addition to holiday parties
or even just for you and your
roommates. Make sure to take
the time and either cook or
indulge yourself by partaking in
some of your Christmas favor
i t e s .
Happy holidays!
Spiced Apple Cider
Ingredients
4 cups of apple juice
6 w h o l e c l o v e s
1 (B-inch) cinnamon stick,
broken into pieces
1/2 orange, sliced
1-inch peeled, ginger,
cut into 6 slices
D i r e c t i o n s
Combine the ingredients in
medium saucepan and simmef
over a low flame for 20 minutes
Strain and serve.
N O ' B a k e C h o c o l a t e C o o k i e s
Ingredients
2 cups sugar
4 tablespoons cocoa
1 stick butter
1/2 cup milk
1 cup peanut butter
1 tablespoon vanilla
3 cups oatmeal
Di rec t ions
In a heavy saucepan bring to a boil, the
sugar, cocoa, butter and milk. Let boll for 1
minute then add peanut butter, vanilla and
oatmeal. On a sheet of waxed paper, drop
mixture by the teaspoonfuls, until cooled and
hardened.
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Christmas and pagan practices
By LEVI BOWERS
C r e s c e n t S t a f f
C h r i s t m a s i s s u c h a c h e e r f u l
time. The lights, the trees, the yule
logs and the songs about St. Nick all
add to the enjoyment of the holiday.
But what does any of that have to do
with the birth of Jesus? After all, that
is what we are supposed to be cel
ebrating, right?
In truth, celebrating Dec. 25 had
been a pagan tradition for some time
before Jesus was born. The celebra
tion of the winter solstice was, origi
nally, a celebration of the birth and
death of the sun god. There were cel
ebrations and feasting because the
people were not sure if they were
going to make it through the winter.
The t rad i t ion o f the Chr is tmas
tree began when people collected
b r a n c h e s f r o m e v e r g r e e n t r e e s
during the winter. Harmless enough,
it is nice to have some greenery in
t h e h o u s e w h e n n a t u r e o u t d o o r s
is decaying. Eventually, Christians
adopted this practice and it soon
grew from just bringing in a few
branches to bringing in a whole
tree. Anything worth doing is worth
over- doing, I suppose.
Ever prevalent in our society
during the holiday season is Santa
Claus. We all know that the baby
Jesus was not delivered by a fat
bearded man in a red suit, so what
does he have to do with Christmas?
Besides a variety of pagan and folk
traditions, Santa has some Christian
background. St. Nicholas of Myra was
"We should celebrate
the coming of Jesus every
single day because He came
t o s a v e u s .
9 9
a Greek bishop in the fourth century
who was very famous for giving gen
erously to the poor. After mixing this
h is to r ica l charac ter w i th o ther my
thologies we get the guy who flies
around in a sleigh and gives toys to
c h i l d r e n .
S o w h a t d o t h e s e f a c t s a n d
folktales mean to Christians today?
We do not know what day Jesus was
born on, so why should we celebrate
Christmas?
I myself have never celebrated
Christmas as a religious holiday.
The church I grew up in did not cel
ebrate the holiday because there
was nothing about celebratirig
the coming of Christ on Dec. 25 in
the Bible. We should celebrate the
coming of Jesus every single day
because He came to save us. It seems
silly to merely relegate that event to
one day a year.
Christmas is a wonderful time
of year. The day can be a celebra
tion of the year that is almost over,
a celebration of giving. It is a time
to gather with family members to
celebrate, whether it is the birth of
Jesus or just because it is a tradition.
So, brew up some hot chocolate, put
on the Bing Crosby Christmas playlist
and enjoy the holiday season.
The 17 f oo t Ch r i s tmas t r ee i n Co ffin Ha l l
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Erasing hell and writing God: Francis Changs look at hell
By ALEXIS CHRISTOPHERSON
C r e s c e n t
The issue of hel l and the af ter l i fe has
always been a highly disputed topic within
the church, especially with two new books
published by major theological figures. Love
Wins by Rob Bell, which offered the idea that
everyone has a second chance at heaven
after they die, encouraged Francis Chan and
Preston Sprinkle to write Erasing Hell as a
contrasting book.
Francis Chan is a widely known theolo
gian, pastor and writer who has written two
other books, Crazy Love and Forgotten God,
on God, His love and His spirit. Preston Sprin
kle is an Associate Professor of Biblical Studies,
at Eternity Bible College.
The subject of hell, or even the afterlife
has two common reactions: eager debate or
strong hatred. While both writers' did a load
of research to get the information in the
book, using extensive scripture to form the
basis for their arguments, the authors say that
Sprinkle did most of the research and Chan
did the writing. Chan's simple, straightfor
ward writing style makes the heavy research
readable and abates both strong reactions to
the subject of life after death. He shares the
reader's dilemma of struggling to believe in a
God who actually would send people to hell.
By relating to the reader's hesitations, he pulls
them in enough to share with them, the truth
of the issue.
Chan and Sprinkle put forward a couple
main points: that there are no passages in
Scripture whatsoever that say that there is a
second chance at heaven in the afterlife, that
God is the Potter and we are the clay, and that
the finality of hell should encourage us to be
passionate about getting people to Christ.
They present some interesting arguments,
most of which are not something you would
want to hear in a normal church sermon, such
as predestination and the truth behind the
concept of letting God be the Potter.
While Chan's simple language is great
at presenting the ideas that he and Sprinkle
have discovered from their study of Scrip
ture, simple language Is also a weakness and
the straightforwardness can be hard to read,
it brings very intense ideas with no buffer of
While the theology presented
in Erasing Hell may not be a
cheery topic and the subject
matter on a topic that not
everyone looks forward to....
language or intent at clarification. Chan takes
a lot of Christian jargon for granted.
But if you do come from a background of
knowing big Christian words, then the book
makes perfect sense. Chan attempts to speak
from the eyes of God, viewing hell and wrath
and judgment from God's perspective as Ul
timate Creator. He sums up the book's whole
point (at least in my opinion) in the following
sentences: "No one wants to ditch God's plan
of redemption, even though it doesn't make
sense to us. Neither should we erase God's re
vealed plan of punishment because it doesn't
sit well with us. As soon as we do this, we are
putting God's actions in submission
to our own reasoning, which is a ri
diculous thing for clay to do."
The idea of God as the Potter and
we humans as the clay ends up being
the ultimate message in the book,
describing that God, in His perfect in
comprehensible character is allowed
to do whatever He wants. We let Him
sacrifice His son for us, but we don't
let Him be judge of His own Cre
ation? He is God after al l . I f we are His
Creation, He has every right to do as
He pleases. Who are we to tell God
o t h e r w i s e ?
It's a difficult, beautiful, freeing
p ic tu re .
While the theology presented
in Erasing Hell may not be a cheery
topic and the subject matter on a
topic that not everyone looks forward
to, the book provides a good por
trait of God and His goodness. While
we may not be able to understand
who He is, and why He does what
He does, i t al l comes back to what
J o b s a i d a f t e r h i s i n c r e d i b l e o r d e a l : " I
know that you can do all things; no
plan of yours can be thwarted. You
asked, 'Who is this that obscures my
council without knowledge?' Surely I
spoke of things 1 did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know.
My eyes had heard of you and now
my eyes have seen you."( Job 42:2-3,
5.)
e r a s i n g h e l l
f r a n c i s c h a n
&
pres ton sp r i nk l e
Erasing Hell by Francis Chan and Preston Sprinkle
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The music of "X-mas^^: what does XBiebs do to Christmas?
B y B A R B A R A R O B E R T S O N
Crescent Staff
S o o n i t w i l l b e C h r i s t m a s a n d a s w e
all head home for the holidays dreaming
of sugarplums and the latest iPod Touch,
we will probably be listening to Christmas
music. The question Is, though, is it really
Christmas music if it doesn't have Christ in
i t ?
I t is a sad fact that there are dozens of
supposed 'Christmas' songs like "Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer," "Santa Claus is
Coming to Town," and "White Christmas"
that do not have anything to do with
Christmas. What, after all, do these songs
have to do w i th the reason fo r the season?
The answer is nothing. These songs
are simply the world's substitute for truths
they don't want to hear. They would
rather sing about giving gifts and being
full of humanitarian spirit than think
about the savior who was born for us all
those years ago. Instead of singing the
so very un-politically-correct Christmas
songs about Jesus, which would involve
Instead of singing the so
very un-politicaily correct
Christmas songs about
Jesus... they sing about fat
. "m e n i n r e d s u i t s .
acknowledging the Christian roots of the
holiday, they sing about fat men in red
s u i t s .
The common notion that Santa Claus
is a saint is a bit of a stretch. His affiliation
with the church is carefully overlooked, of
course. One might even say that dear old
Saint Nick has purposefully been made ri
diculous just to demean that last religious
tie still openly associated with Christmas.
The slow corrosion of Christmas music
(without Christ) into the secular world has
cheapened the entire holiday. Everywhere
you look you see Santa Claus and Frosty
the Snowman mixed blatantly with
commercialism and phony generosity.
In fact, it isn't even Christmas anymore.
The holiday is now referred to as X-mas.
This is the worst quality about this
false Christmas music. Christians have
allowed and continue to allow music
to taint the holiday. We sing the same
songs and watch the same Christmas
specials like "The Grinch Who StoleChristmas" instead of actually fightingback and trying to regain recognition
for the true meaning of Christmas
0/ 'et this article makeyou feel like you actually have to do
anything.
" I - f a v o r i t e v e r s i o n o fJingle Bel Rock" and ignore that slight-
hP^hl l f unhappily att e back of your neck while youdrink
eggnogathomewithyourfarniiyMaybe we'l al do something next
yearif its more convenient. Justin Bieber-s newest Christmas album
Photo by GOOGLE IMAGES
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O P I N I O NThe Middle East: the antagonists in the western mind
B v C A n i c c j t 'By CARISSA HOFFMAN
Guest Contributor
Pearl Mcnu.en, Z':
M p e o p l ehad ralied around it in an efort to
bring about political reform similarto what had transpired In Egypt one
month earlier.
I was eight when my father
drove me around the Pearl Monu
ment. The Pearl was a fascinating
structure to look at every time my
family drove around it during the
years we lived in Bahrain. Con
sequently, the news coverage ofthe monument's demolition a few
months ago was not just another
story of Middle Eastern unrest" to
me; the news was very real.
The protests in Bahrain, Egypt,
and other Middle Eastern countries
do not only seem very real to me,
but also remind me of my mother
country (America) and its fight for
freedom in the late 18th century.
Both Americans and Middle East-
dTb( A D 'teodom.
bell. We have fought for our free
doms and so have they.
uprisings in theMiddle East and the anniversary of
9/11 renew American fear and ap
prehension toward Middle Eastern
people and for western institutions.But the countries that make up
what we generally call the "Middle
cast are made up of people just like
us. Maybe if we take a look at some
of the things we have in common,
the people of the Middle East will
not seem so intimidating.
Two things other than our
common value for political freedom
come to my mind when I think
of America's similarity to Middle
Easterners: food and family. Both
people groups love their feasts;
Americans feast at Thanksgiving
and Middle Easterners feast in the
evenings during Ramadan. Anotherfood-related similarity is that of
"...the news coverage of
the monument's demolition
a few months ago was
not just another 'story of
Middle Eastern unrest ' to
me; the news was very
real."
food giving. Here in the US, it is not
unheard of for people to bring the
new neighbors a plate of cookies as
a house-warming gift. My neighbors
in Bahrain would bring my family
some food dish they had made that
day and we would send their plate
back to them later in the week with
something we had made.
On a fami l ia l no te , many
parents in America take pride in
watching their children accomplish
something or perform a talent in
front of an audience. I remember
when the landlord of my family's
house in Bahrain invited us to his
daughter's piano recital. As a child,
I found the event quite boring.
However, our Bahrain! landlord re
garded the moment with fatherly
pride.
Despite these similarities, some
peopie may justify their fear of the
Midd le East because o f the te r
rorists that it seems to produce in
plenty. What kind of culture could
breed mass-murderers, some may
ask . A f r i end o f m ine who was bo rn
in Cairo, Egypt and lived in Bahrain
at the same time as my family says
t h i s a b o u t t h e w e s t e r n p e r s p e c
tive on the issue, "Middle Eastern
ers are almost always stereotyped
as people who are Islamic terror
ists but if people would just take
time to get to know them, they are
people just like us and it would be
stupid to think of them that way
just like it would be to assume all
Americans lynch black people and
s h o o t I n d i a n s . "
The reality is that terrorists are
just a small segment of the popula
tion. By way of analogy, our nation
hosts a rapidly growing sex-traffick
ing Industry but we can't be defined
as a sex slavery nation based on a
responsible few.
Even though the Middle East is
frequently perceived as a control
ling, religious, terrorizing, oil-greedy
group of countries, the region is
made up of people just like us. Both
America and the Middle East have
loves and hates, rights and wrongs,
flaws and qualities, strengths and
weaknesses. Therefore, it is not fair
to create a perception of a people
group based upon the tiny minor
ity that gets the most press, or
c a u s e s t h e m o s t d e v a s t a t i o n , t o
our society. We have to look at the
whole people group, not just a
few. Who knows, maybe we'll find
we have more in common than we
thought.
White Christmas: the cultural legacy
of classic Christmas movies
I R V I N G B E R L I N S
B y C H E L S E A S O WA R D S
Crescent Sta f f
As the snow falls softly outside,
nothing says Christmas like a cup of
hot chocolate in hand, bundled up
in cozy blankets on the living room
couch, watching a Christmas movie.
Our grandparents grew up with "It's a
Wonderful Life," while our parents sat
down in the family room for "A Christ
mas Story." One could make the claim
that "Eif" was our generation's Christ
m a s m o v i e .
Moreover, regardless of your taste
in Christmas movies, these holiday
movies hold special memories for
each family. While I appreciate the
humor and message of many Christ
mas movies, "White Christmas" holds a
significant meaning to me.
" W h i t e C h r i s t m a s " f o l l o w s t h e
success of Bob and Phil, two army
budd ies who work in the enter ta in
ment industry during the 1940s. The
pair produces, sings, and performs as
they earn a small fortune. One year
around Christmastime, they meet
Betty and Judy, who perform a sister
act together. To spend more time with
the women, Bob and Phil travel up
to Vermont for Betty and Judy's next
performance and anticipate a snowy
holiday. However, they soon discover
that Vermont, New England's snow
playground, has been without snow
Our grandparents grew
up with 'It's a Wonderful
Life,' while our parents sat
down fn the family room
for 'A Christmas Story.'
f o r s e v e r a l m o n t h s .
In addition, they also find out that
the general who oversaw their division
in the army owns the ski lodge where
Betty and Judy are performing and is
down on his luck because of the snow
drought. To show their appreciation
for an American veteran. Bob and Phil
concoct a plan to save the general's
l ivel ihood.
This sweet American tale is filled
wi th hero ism, musica l enter ta inment
and love, but the memories formed
from this movie have made it my fa
v o r i t e .
Every year before Christmas, my
sister and 1 stay with my grandpar
ents while my parents go on vacation
for their anniversary. During our stay,
we like to conclude each day with a
movie. One year, our grandparents in
troduced us to "White Christmas." The
film was one of my grandparents' fa
vorite Christmas movies and sharing it
with us was a gesture of love.
As they sang along with the songs
and laughed at the comedic parts they
had seen severa l t imes be fo re , we
could tell how much they loved the
movie. The connection to our grand
parents made my sister and me thor
oughly enjoy the movie. The film was
something personal and special we
s h a r e d w i t h t h e m .
Now, "White Christmas" is not only
an annual viewing in December, but
also in July, because, who doesn't love
Christmas in July? We look forward to
watching Bob and Phil on their snow-
less vacation, practically reciting the
movie by heart. It's become one of my
family's traditions I cherish and hope
to carry on.
< W H I T E
C H R I S T M A S
1 « ♦
W h i t e C h r i s t m a s
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Lights out! Ways to conserve
energy and money
By HEATHER DeROSA
Crescent Staff
George Fox spends $1 million
every year on electricity and natural
gas. Students pay for this through
housing costs. If we want to cut back
on housing costs, we all need to make
an effort to burn less electricity.
'*While we don't see the
monthly utility bill that
George Fox pays without
our knowledge, the $ I
million spent on it every
year should be enough to
open our eyes...
According to Dan Schutte , as-sociate director of Plart Serv^«, Mymoto is'use what you need but needwhat you use: Some general guide
lines include turning off
you leave the room, keep ^to under 10 minutes, if yo
thermostat learn how to use i, P
a work order request if your room Is
always too hot or too cold, turn the
t h e r m o s t a t d o w n a n d w e a r m o r e
layers, never leave a portable electric
heater running when unattended."
S t u d e n t s s h o u l d a l s o t u r n t h e
lights off when leaving rooms, un
plugging ceil phone charger when
the phone is done charging, and un
plugging hair appliances. Dan Schut-ter goes on to say "Most students will
learn how to conserve when they have
to pay their own utility bills but It can
make a big difference if they start
now."
While we don't see the monthly
utility bill that George Fox pays
without our knowledge, the $1 million
spent on it every year should be
enough to open your eyes. Want to
save money? Follow Dan Schutters
advice and cut back on electricity that
qoes to waste.
Find a balance between reading by
candlelight at night and leaving your
liahts on all weekend while you go
home. Not only wil you save our uni-verTity money, it'l teach you moneysaving habits for when ^that you pay your own utily bils.
T h e a w k w a r d n e s s o f B r u i n P r e v i e w
By LEVI BOWERS
Crescent Staff
It is Thursday night. I am
doing my homework and listen
ing to Pandora like any other
college student. Suddenly, my
roommate bursts in to the room
with another guy— a preview
student. Small talk ensues and my
roommate leaves to go to his
rehearsal, leaving his preview
student in my care.
The previous night, I went
to the preview student host
meeting because my room
mate, who had signed us
up originally, could not go.
The preview student now in
m y r o o m w a s n o t u n e x p e c t - —
ed. Af ter a few seconds o f
awkward s i lence we headed
to the Bon for dinner.
"Where is the Klages Dining
Hall?" the preview student asks.
After a few moments of confusion
I realize what he is talking about.
"Oh, you mean the Bon," I
say. "It's in the SUB." He gives me
a confused look and I remember
that he has no idea what I mean.
"The Student Union Building.
Here we are," I state as we walk in.
The Bon Is packed. Not only is
every student on campus here to
take advantage of the delicious
preview meal, but there are also a
whole bunch of preview students
trying to fight their way to the
It seemed that every
time I turned my back, he
disappeared. I do not know
if I smelled bad or if he just
l i ked to wander a round.
f o o d .
I know i am not the only one
who had to deal with a preview
student and I was happy to do it.
But the whole experience can be
a bit awkward. So what do you do
with him or her (or them, if you
somehow end up with more than
one)? Honestly, 1 have no clue.
Two things i remember from
the host meeting are that we
were not supposed to leave the
students to wander campus alone
and that we were not supposed
to leave campus with them. Easier
said than done; or so I thought.
It seemed that every time i
turned my back, he disappeared,
i d o n o t k n o w i f I s m e l l e d b a d o r
if he just liked to wander around.
Often when we were together,
we did very little except stare at
each other. There is only so much
to talk about and you can only
talk about majors and minors for
so long.
Preview weekends may be
beneficial to the preview stu
dents, but for some of us these
events can be plain awkward. I
survived by making it up as 1 went
along. However, if anyone has
any ideas about making the re
lationship between the host and
preview student less awkward for
the next Bruin Preview Weekend,
my ears are wide open.
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